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The Weathervane March 2010 Schoharie County Historical Society Newsletter
Upcoming Events
April 3&17- Volunteer Militia Days
April  30- Annual Meeting at the Badgley Annex 7PM followed by a lecture at 7:30. The speaker is Mary Jeanne Bialas from Sherrill,NY and the title of her program is Trunks & Travel: A 19th Century Journey in NYS. This event is made possible through Speakers in the Humanities, a program of the New York Council for the Humanities.  Speakers in the Humanities lectures are made possible with the support of the National Endowment for the Humanities, the New York State Legislature, and through funds from the Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation.
May 1- Fort opens, Scout Day All Girl, Boy, Cub, and adult Scouts , wearing a uniform piece will be admitted at a reduced rate of $4 for adults and $1 for school age children. The first 50 scouts will receive a FREE Stone Fort patch. Activities throughout the day: volunteer militia, schoolmarm, Boy Scout memorabilia exhibit in honor of 100 years of Boy Scouts and possibly a visit from Lord Baden Powell. 
May 1- Volunteer Militia training with Tryon County Militia

May 30- Decoration Day

June 23- Strawberry Festival

July 4- Independence Day

July 15&29 & August 12&26 Lectures- tentative dates
October 9-10- History Fair

Committee News
3/9- Programs Committee meeting 7PM, Badgley Annex
3/15-Trustees meeting 
Gift Shop News
Exciting changes are happening!  As the Gift Shop transforms into the Museum Store we are making every bit of space go farther.  Paul Reynolds is working very hard this winter and one of his projects is the Museum Store.  He is creating new space in the closet for shelving and a set of small cabinets for storage. We purchased a new register stand and cabinet unit to replace worn out and broken pieces.  Along with fresh paint and elbow grease there will be lots to check out in the Museum Store May 1st, 2010. Contact Laura for shop info. at. office@schohariehistory.net  518-295-7192.
Volunteers 
If you are interested in volunteering at our Bulk Mail Bees please contact Karen at 295-7192 or email membership@schohariehistory.net 
We could use a few volunteers to sit at our Outreach Table at the Maple Festival April 24th at the Fairgrounds from about 10AM-2PM.
Thank you to the bulk mail volunteers.

Spring and the opening of the Fort May 1st will be upon us soon. The library is open almost solely with volunteer assistance. If interested in volunteering in the library, please let Karen know. membership@schohariehistory.net 
Our Cataloger, Naomi Wikane recommends the following for your perusal in our Library 
Psychic Roots: Serendipity & Intuition in Genealogy by Henry Z Jones Jr. , CS14.J661993

This is a fun book to read for any genealogist. It is all about how chance, dumb luck and coincidence comes into play when researching. He quotes from many firsthand experiences. The cemetery chapter will interest some of you. Take a break from your research and read a bit in this book.

The Second Barrel by Eric Sloane, E169.12 S551969

Just added another Eric Sloane book to our collection. I had the privilege of meeting him a couple of times. All his books are treasures of Americana.

In the winter old timers, men mostly, would sit a spell around the pot bellied stove in the country store and tell stories. They ate crackers which came in a barrel. This is Sloane’s second collection of stories about old time life. Someday when you are bored, come in and read this. You’ll be surprised what you will learn.
Etc.
Museum and Library Committee Recent Accessions: 
Cobleskill Class of 1915 photo

Summit Catholic Church 1988 Directory

A fedora style hat made by Champ and owned by Henry Whitbeck.

Scenic pictures taken by Mrs. Perry Taylor.
If you have not renewed your Membership yet, please do so. Thank You
The Badgley office will be open regular hours 9AM-5PM Monday thru Friday.. The genealogical library is open by appointment only.
If you need to point friends or relatives in the direction of our events just let them know our schedule of events is up on www.upstatevacations.com , www.schohariechamber.com and our www.oldstonefort.org site.
The Old Stone Fort now has a Facebook page. If you’re into Facebook check it out and become a fan. From the opening page of Facebook type Old Stone Fort or Schoharie County Historical Society into the search to open our page. 
Wish List
The History Fair Committee is looking for folks/organizations/clubs/businesses who would monetarily sponsor the program Rob Roy & The Living History of Swords. He would spend the weekend of Oct.9-10 authentically dressed as an 18th century Scottish patriot-warrior and discuss the development of his stunning array of swords .Rob Roy’s real name is Scott Barry and lives in Woodstock, NY.  Cost for Rob Roy is about $800.
100 Years Ago from The Middleburgh News February3 & 24, 1910
News Items Gathered by our Special Representatives

Broome Centre- Cyrus Stilwell ex-commissioner of highway attended the good road meeting at Cobleskill, Feb. 24th and while there learned how to roll down snow banks with a steam roller. A good idea Cyrus, it beats shovling (sic) snow by hand.
Middleburgh-Dr. C.S. Best is the owner of a new auto. All you have to do now is to call him up by telephone and soon after you hang up the receiver he will be there. No extra charge.
-Whatever goes up must come down, but meats, shoes and many necessities seem to have the law of gravity pretty well bluffed.

-H.V. Pindar has purchased five car loads of hop polls (sic). Each one contains from 1200 to 1400 polls.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
